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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STA TEMENT 
Applicant submits the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449, copies of which 
are enclosed. A copy of a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 

application is also enclosed. 

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, the communication being dated December 22, 1999, which is not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement. 

Applicant notes that U.S. Patent No. 6,01 1 ,144 is an English language counterpart of, and 
replaces, German Patent Application 44 33 134 Al, which was cited in the communication from 
the foreign patent office. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . 
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